
August 18, 2013 
“Amazing Grace” 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2, Luke 12:49-53 
  

I don’t know if you’ve ever been to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY.  
Today we will hear about the people in the Old Testament, who walked by faith and are 
listed in the Hall of Faith in the book of Hebrews.  
  
They are, in addition to Abraham and Sarah, whom we heard about Last Sunday, 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, Rahab and the prophets and the 
Israelites – all those who walked by faith. By faith, the Israelites passed through the Red 
Sea as if it were dry land.  It must have been very frightening to walk between two walls 
of water, thinking when they might engulf them.  They did it anyway, by faith.  
  
By faith in God of Israel, Rahab, a Gentile woman in Jericho, hid in her house the 
scouts sent from the Israelite army, who came to spy on the city. 
  
Samuel was a great man and served as a priest, a prophet and Israel’s last judge. By 
faith Samuel followed God’s order to go to Jesse’s house and chose David, the 
youngest of Jesse’s sons, a shepherd boy, to become the king of Israel. 
  
Kind David was a great warrior and a well loved and respected king.  By faith he ruled 
Israel and under his leadership, the Kingdom grew and people were united.  
  
Gideon, Barak, Jephthah and Samson were great judges and they were men of faith. 
  
All of them, since they walked by faith and acted by faith, are listed in the Hall of Faith of 
the Old Testament. Today’s Scripture lesson from the Book of Hebrews says, “we are 
surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith.” 
  
They were great people of faith to learn from.  But wait a minute.  They were not 
flawless.  They were not perfect by any means.  
  
The Israelites became fearful seeing the Egyptian army coming after them.  They 
immediately turned against Moses and complained. “Why did you bring us here to die?  
The Egyptian slavery was much better than dying out here.” 
  
They complained  in the wilderness about not having water, bread and meat. 
  
Rahab, who rescued the Israelite men sent by leader Joshua, was not an angel living in 
the city of Jericho.  She was a prostitute and out of her pragmatic faith, she took a 
chance to hide those Israelite spies, which ended up saving her parents and siblings. 
The great man Samuel couldn’t oversee his sons well, whom he had appointed as 
judges in his place.  They had accepted bribes and perverted justice.  Samuel couldn’t 
hear people’s complaints about his sons.   



  
King David’s greatest sin was to take someone else’s wife and have her husband killed 
in the front line of the battle to disguise his sin, for he had learned that Bathsheba, the 
woman he had a relationship with, had became pregnant. 
  
Jephtah, a judge made a foolish vow out of his ambition to be the leader of his tribe.  He 
vowed to sacrifice whoever comes out of his house after he won a battle.  Guess who 
came out of his house when he returned home after winning the battle.  It was his own 
daughter, his only child. He did as he had vowed. 
  
Samson was a strong leader of Israel.  But he abused the gift of strength God had given 
him.  He carelessly told Delilah why he was physically so strong. It was because he had 
been dedicated to God from birth; his strength would leave him if his head were 
shaved.    That happened as soon as the Philistines shaved off his hair. 
  
All the people who are listed in the Hall of Faith are great people of faith.  They walked 
by faith, but they were not perfect. They were, in a way, just like you and me, who are 
trying to walk by faith but make mistakes in our lives. Nonetheless, God chose them and 
used them to bring God’s purposes in history. 
  
My father was a peace lover. He became a Christian in his early twenties, finally finding 
the meaning of life in Christ.  He did not want to be involved in the vices any war 
inevitably brings.  So he enlisted himself as a Japanese language teacher in the 
Philippines, which had been occupied by Japan at that time.  When Japan was losing 
near the end of the war, he and other solders hid themselves in the terraced hills in the 
Philippines.  Kind villagers there offered food to those hiding Japanese soldiers.  After 
the war, my father and others, who survived in the Philippines, went back to those 
terraced hills a number of times to bring some school supplies and daily goods in 
appreciation for the kindness and support they had received from the villagers. 
  
My father can be listed in the Hall of Faith as a person who walked by faith.  He was 
not, however, flawless.  He was one of the human beings, who tried to walk by faith and 
was in need of God’s grace, just like you and me.    
  
In spite of human flaws and failings, God never stopped pouring God’s grace upon 
David, Samuel, Jephtah, Rahab, Samson and the Israelites.  In spite of their 
imperfection and serious mistakes, God still used them to bring God’s purposes to the 
human history. Isn’t that God’s grace?   God’s grace is mightier than human failings and 
mistakes.  
  
As you may know, Rahab ended up being the great great grandmother of King David.  
And of the linage of Kind David, was born Jesus Christ. I think we can say the same 
with God’s church.  God’s churches have stumbled, made mistakes and are not perfect 
at all.  Nonetheless God continues to pour God’s grace upon us so that we might serve 
God’s purposes on earth.  
  



In today’s Gospel Lesson, Jesus says, “Do you think that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division!”  When we try to live according to the 
message of the Gospel, we sometimes end up causing divisions and disharmony.  It is 
inevitable and we are human on either side.   It doesn’t stop God, however, from 
pouring God’s grace over us.  Just as those in the Hall of Faith stumbled and were short 
of God’s glory from time to time, and yet God’s grace kept pouring over them and God 
used them as God’s instruments on earth when they tried to walk by faith, God blesses 
God’s churches when we try to walk by faith.  God’s grace wins in the end when we 
walk by faith. 
  
You may know the story of John Newton, who I would say is in the Hall of Faith.  He was 
an eighteenth century British slave trader.  He was the prototypical “bad boy.”  In his 
autobiography he wrote,”I loved sin and was unwilling to forsake it. “ He espoused a 
“freethinking” rationalist philosophy and renounced the Christian faith. On a voyage, one 
night, a violent storm flooded the ship with water.  Fearing for his life, Newton surprised 
himself by saying, “The Lord have mercy on us!”  Spending long hours at the ship’s 
helm, he reflected on his life and rejection of God.  In the coming days, the story of the 
prodigal son particularly led him to accept God’s forgiveness.  “I was no longer an 
atheist, “he wrote.  “I was sincerely touched with a sense of undeserved mercy in being 
brought safe through so many dangers…. I was a new man.” 
He stopped a slave trade business not because of his new faith but due to his health 
reason.  He became a prominent public official in Liverpool.  He attended Christian 
meetings and grew in his faith.  He engaged in the common practice of accepting 
kickbacks until a business ethics pamphlet by John Wesley prompted him to stop, at 
significant loss of income.  
  
Later, Newton became an ordained minister.  His biblical worldview had matured to the 
point that he became active in the abolition movement.  In 1788, he published a widely 
circulated pamphlet, Thoughts Upon the Africa Slave Trade. The Christian slave-ship 
captain who once was blind to his own moral hypocrisy now could see.  Newton’s 
testimony before important parliamentary committees was of vital importance in 
converting public opinion to the abolitionist cause. 
  
In reflecting on his life, he wrote “Amazing Grace” in March, 1796 at the age of 70.   He 
wrote his epitaph, which is inscribed on his tomb:  “John Newton.  Once an infidel and 
libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa was by the rich mercy of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ preserved, restored, pardoned and appointed to preach the faith he had 
long labored to destroy.” 
  
Amazing Grace was in the life of John Newton, forgave his flaws and brought new life to 
him.  This is the same grace that was in the lives of all those who walked by faith in the 
past, working in spite of human mistakes and failings.  This grace is with you and me 
and with our churches.  
  
Each one of you here and I are in the Hall of Faith by walking by faith.  It is not by our 
merit, but because of the Amazing Grace.  Amen.


